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PLANNING TO MARRY

Some Introductory Information

Congratulations on planning to celebrate a Church Marriage.

The purpose of this paper is to provide you with the basic expectations of your preparation for marriage. It will help you plan and organise your marriage well in advance. 

Anyone wanting to be married in the Parish Church of St. Brigid’s, Coogee is welcome to do so for the required fee, and if you provide your own Catholic priest.  If you require the services of the parish priest of St. Brigid’s, you will have to meet with him first before any assurance can be given regarding his ability to be the celebrant at your wedding.

Documents you will need when seeing a priest who has agreed to be your celebrant.

· Your Birth Certificate  /  Your current Passport

· Your Baptismal Certificate. This certificate needs to be recently issued. (approx 6 month prior to your marriage.) You can obtain this simply by contacting the church where you were Baptised and requesting an update.

Documents you will complete with the priest.

· Notice of Intended Marriage.  (Commonwealth of Australia)
This Notice must be completed and signed between one and six months prior to the Marriage.

· Pre-Nuptial Inquiry.                (Church)

This Document seeks information needed by the Church to be recorded for the Marriage Register and to be retained in the Church Office.

· Dispensation Application.        (Church)

If one of the parties is Baptised in a church other than the Catholic Church or has not been Baptised, this Form needs to be completed.

· Certificate of Marriage.           (Commonwealth of Australia)
This Document is forwarded to the Marriage Registry Office after your Marriage. It contains a Declaration, which must be signed by you, stating there is no legal impediment to the celebration of your intended marriage.

· Marriage Preparation Courses.
There is much evidence today that couples benefit greatly from courses of formal Marriage Preparation. The Catholic Church sees such courses of preparation as obligatory. The priest has details of the courses offered.

COURSES AVAILABLE IN SYDNEY

https://www.catholiccare.org/families/relationships/marriage-and-relationship-education-0
Catholic Care Marriage Education Programs: Catholic. Inquiries Phone 9509 1234



Cost per couple
BECOMING ONE: 
$290.00

INTIMATE I:
$270.00

INTIMATE II:
$380.00 

PLANNING YOUR MARRIAGE CEREMONY
The priest will assist you in planning your ceremony. You can choose a Marriage Ceremony OR a Nuptial Mass. You will choose your own Scripture Readings, Prayers, Vows and Blessing to make the ceremony uniquely your own. The Priest will have books to use as a guide, to help you select what appeals to you. ($10.00)

A Practice should be arranged a day or so before the actual Marriage Ceremony.

Photos:
Photographs of your wedding are wonderful to have and are encouraged.  The photographer you have selected for your wedding should ALWAYS consult with the priest, and should not presume free movement anywhere in the Church.

Flowers:
By your own arrangement. It is customary to leave at least one flower arrangement in the Church after the wedding.

Organists:
Carlie Rohanna 9665 3469; 

Singers:
Jeremy Nysen & Companions 9314 5298

The Smith Sisters 9316 4442; Vanessa Fallon 9665 7121
Instrumental: 
Lindsay Trio Strings 9669 4009; Guitarist and Singer 9665 7502 (H); 


Jason Rose (voice, organ, piano) 0410 460 884
You may CD’s or Ipod.
Confetti causes considerable cleaning problems. In your invitation please advise your guests that CONFETTI IS NOT PERMITTED. Rose Petals are acceptable BUT only outside the Church Building. We thank you in anticipation of your cooperation. 

Cost: A contribution towards the cost of the use of St. Brigid’s Church. Once you decide upon your Marriage Date, you will need to pay your deposit on the use of the Church.


   $600.00
This initial payment also confirms your Marriage Booking. 
Further payment covers the administration costs, Registration and Certification plus

the time expended by the Priest at the Practice and Officiating at the Ceremony.

The $200 should be made out to your officiating priest. 





     $300.00










TOTAL
$900.00

Your Marriage is a special and joyful celebration event in your life.

Let the Preparation be exciting too. Please feel free to ask your Priest about any queries you may have.  
God bless.

Fr. Phil Hicks MSC











Parish Priest.

PLEASE NOTE: Booking the CHURCH does not automatically book everyone else mentioned in the above material. Engaged couples must contact individuals, organizations or groups that you wish to perform these tasks for you at your wedding, during your preparation time i.e. priest, florist, singers, etc. Thank you.
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