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Today’s Readings  

Isaiah 53:10-11  If he offers his life in a atonement, he shall see his heirs and have long life. 

Hebrews 4:14-16  Let us be confident in approaching the throne of grace. 

Mark 10:35-45  The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Australian Plenary Council – a personal reflection 

One week ago this Sunday, the Australian Plenary Council members finished their 

week of prayer and meetings, largely through “zoom”.  I have been following re-

ports and comments each evening.  The aim is to reshape our Australian Church for 

“mission”: to address the Church’s relevance in contemporary Australia, in parish 

life and reaching to the peripheries including indigenous Catholics, and survivors of 

abuse in its various forms.  “All week, we have been exploring together possible 

ways of recasting ourselves, repositioning ourselves, the Church in Australia, for 

this mission”. Archbishop Timothy Costelloe (Perth) 

 

A total of 40 proposals have emerged covering a wide variety of topics: including, 

new models of governance with lay and clergy working closely together; expanding 

lay faith formation; expansion of participation of women in parish life; reaching out 

in new ways to those who feel excluded in our  church. 

 

I personally feel optimistic, that as our own parish emerges from “lockdown”, we 

can undertake many small parish initiatives to grow as missionary disciples, filled 

with love and service for others. 

(There is plenty of material to read on the Plenary Council website, or I can provide 

people with written reports, etc.) 

Fr Phil Hicks msc, parish priest. 

 

 

In a nutshell 

 
The disciples James and 
John are looking for a 
favour – having first and 
second place in the  
kingdom.  
 
Jesus calls them to think 
differently. God alone 
decides our rightful 
place. Jesus tells all the 
disciples that being a 
faithful follower of his 
will not bring honour or      
esteem. 
 
A friend of Jesus will do 
as he did; will serve  
unselfishly and  
experience suffering. 

 



Mass Offerings:       Your prayers are requested for the following:  
 

Recently Deceased:     Patricia Martin, Margaret O’Sullivan, Patricia Lane, Judy Soemono,  
     Maria Sarno, Marilou Jocson. 
 
Other Deceased:     Jean Flaherty. 
                  
Anniversaries:      Lee Falvey (20 October) , Tom Fitzpatrick (11 October), Sr Kathrine Ragg,  
     Sr Joan Wister. 
 
Sick:        Margaret McShane, June Clements, Mariana Wagei, Melinda Craig,  
     Beverly Flint, June Ferguson, Peter Allan, Michael Sweeney, Rowan Tierney, 
     Alison Elliott, John Cavanagh, Janet Neenan, Justin Wood, Rob Williams.  

     St Brigid’s Parish Information  - Our church is still “officially closed”  
until Monday 18th October (when we will be 80% double vaccinated) 

   
 

Mass Times    Saturday Vigil 5.00 pm, Sunday 7.00 am, 9.30 am and 6.00 pm 
 

Morning Tea    Sundays after the 9.30 am Family Mass (NOT during Covid 19)  
Weekday Masses   Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation          20 Minutes before Saturday Vigil Mass 
 

Sacrament of Anointing  During 9.30am Mass, 2nd Thursday of each Month 
 

Baptisms     By appointment, on the first and third Sundays of each month,   
      after 9.30am Family Mass. 
 

Marriages     Saturdays, by appointment, arranged at least six months in advance. 
 

Parish Office:    Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9am to 3pm.  

 

Reflection on the Gospel 

 
 

“For the Son of Man himself did not come to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

Jesus makes  his teaching clear here: he is calling people to follow him not for glory, but to a life of  
service.  
 
The Gospel offers an enormous challenge to Jesus’ followers. Here we see God’s own Son prepared 
to be not the one served, but the one who serves, and he urges the apostles to live their lives in the 
same way.  The pagans, Jesus says, had rulers who lorded it over them.  But Christianity is about a 
rethinking of leadership and the way everyone lives. It may seem hard, for putting others first may 
go against our survival instinct, but the Gospel offers hope too.  
 

The apostles went on to be inspired by the Holy Spirit and to spread the Good News, taking Jesus’ 
message to heart. So they show us that ambition and pride can give way to self-giving and humility. 
We can all follow in the footsteps of the one who paid the ransom. We are set free by his perfect  
sacrifice to discover and develop all that is best for our humanity, for the greater glory of God. It is 
then that we can “approach the throne of grace”, as today’s reading from Hebrews puts it. 

The Living Word, 2021 



 St Brigid’s This Week  
Dear Parishioners, 
 
 

On this past Tuesday and Thursday we  had a small morning Mass  (for fully vaccinated). 
 
Hope you are enjoying  our new ―freedoms‖- especially in visiting family members. 
 
Let us remember people in Melbourne who continue to battle Covid restrictions. 
 
Office team will be fully operational/ onsite Monday—Thursday from  18th October, and our 
wonderful children will all be back at school 25th October 
 
Friday 29th October—Memorial Mass for Patricia Martin at 2pm here at St Brigid’s.  
 
Early notice—the next meeting of Parish Pastoral Council— 8th November at 6pm. 
 

   Wishing you every blessing for your families and keep safe. Fr Phil 

 

 

We are pleased to offer the option for  
Parishioners or guests to donate online 
through our website with CBA. NB: There 
are different billing codes for each type of 
donation.  
 

Just scan this QR code to go straight to donation page.   
 

 
 

Position Vacant: Our MSC Provincial House in Waltham Street is seeking to  
employ a Housekeeper—position is three days per week: Tuesday to Thursday.       
A permanent part time position. Contact 96658999 ext.1—ask for Bridget. 

 

Church Road Map  
 

1. We will be fully open from this    
Monday 18th October for all 
Masses.  

 
2. The 4 sqm principle will still apply.  
 We will need to wear a mask at all       
 times in the church. 
 
3. Funerals permitted with density 

limit for up to 100 people (10-person 
limit for people who are not fully 
vaccinated). 

 
4. Weddings ceremonies permitted 

 with density limit for up to 
 100 people (5-person limit for people 
 who are not fully vaccinated). 

 
5. Up to 10 fully vaccinated singers. 

  
6. Everyone will need to check in  
 electronically. If you do not have a 
 smart phone, check –in will need to 
 be done through a personal COVID 
 check-in card. This card can be  
 applied for online.  
If you have any difficulty please contact 
the Parish Office and we can help you.  

WISH TO DONATE ONLINE?  



J
a

  
 

New Iyengar YOGA  
Studio at  St Brigid’s Parish 

grounds. 
 

Come and try a FREE class. 
 

Introductory passes - $50 unlimited for one month 
Suitable for all ages and abilities ALL WELCOME 

 
Contact Sophie at info@coogeeyoga.com.au 0418 226 330 

www.coogeeyoga.com.au 135E Brook St Coogee NSW  

We will 

match any  

Competitor’s 

Price 

*Prescription Advice 

*Asthma & Allergy Centre 

*Sleep Apnea equipment 

*Baby Clinic 

*Diabetes Australia 

Paul Sharman  

202 Coogee Bay Road Coogee Tel: 02 9665 5158 

Open 7 days until 9pm 

  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney   

Child sex Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know  have 
been abused, please contact the police.  Alternatively, you can     contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office 
at    (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest, who will be able to provide support and guidance.  The Archdiocese has 

a legal obligation to  report crimes to the police. St Brigid’s Parish Coogee, Safeguarding Officer is Sharon Waller. 

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

