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Readings for this weekend

WISH TO DONATE ONLINE
We are pleased to offer the option for Parishioners or 
visitors to donate online through our website. Scan this 
QR code to donate. Please call the parish office with 
any questions.

Tel: 9315 7562

Join us for                  
Children’s                               
Liturgy

Saturday 1 April at 5pm

All children are welcome 
along with any parents 
who would like to join! 
The liturgy committee 
will work with the children 
to help make the weekly 
Scripture readings come 
alive in new and different 
ways.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Time Year A 
25th/26th March 2023

Entrance antiphon: Give me justice, O God, and 
defend my cause against the
wicked; rescue me from deceitful and unjust 
people. You, O God, are my refuge.

Response to the psalm: With the Lord there is 
mercy and fullness of redemption.

Gospel acclamation: Glory and praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ! I am the resurrection and the life, 
says the Lord; whoever believes in me will not die 
for ever. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

 

 

 

Reflection Thankfully, most of us can write down a long list of people we 
have loved and also of those who have loved us. Many names would appear 
on both lists! We keep a special place in our hearts and prayers for the 
people we know who have died. Even after a long time, their memory will 
still bring a tear to our eyes. That sorrow comes from a place of deep 
gratitude. God changes the world one heart at a time.

When we encounter today’s Gospel, the story of the raising of Lazarus, we 
are in a world of emotion. Martha and Mary are grieving for their brother. 
Jesus loves these two women. Thomas, the twin, is full of bravado and 
bluster, just as he was later when he wanted proof of the resurrection. Both 
Martha and Mary are disappointed, even angry, that Jesus has not come 
sooner. Jesus weeps at the grave of his friend. The mourners who have 
come to comfort the family must also have been sensitive to the situation. 
When Jesus says ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ he is not explaining an 
idea. He is responding to the deepest longings of our hearts, as he always 
does.

Today’s Psalm reminds us ‘My soul is longing for the Lord more than the 
watcher for daybreak.’ Over the last few weeks we have shared some of the 
stories presented to us by Caritas Australia to make us more aware of the 
inspirational work we can support through Project Compassion. There have 
been stories from Zimbabwe, Vietnam, Nepal and First Australians. Through 
your generosity, Caritas Australia is able to support partners in 18 different 
countries. These are all people who, not unlike Lazarus, are longing to be 
unbound and set free. The Gospel calls us to believe in the Life to which 
Jesus invites us; that Life is built on justice and compassion.

Written by Michael McGirr

Ezekiel 37:12-14                  God gives life
Romans 8:8-11                     Home of the Spirit
John 11:1-45                     I am the resurrection



  

   

      

Readers

Church Cleaners
Paula O’Connor, Margaret & John Betros 

Money Counters
April 2nd:    Group 2
April 16th:   Group 4

March 26th :  Group 1
April 9th:       Group 3

Ministers of Communion

Saturday Vigil 5pm 
March

Sr Jan O’Neill (Coordinator)        
Sr Jan O’Neill Chelsea Albert                              

Sunday 7.00 am 

Sunday 9.30am   

Peter Frost (Coordinator)   
George and Nick Annas            
Lucy Marshan and Katrina Jukic                                                                            

Sunday 6pm Paula O’Connor (Coordinator)

Saturday Vigil 5pm 
March

Sr Gabriel (Coordinator),          
Sr Jan O’Neill                            

Sunday 7.00 am 
March

Peter Frost (Coordinator),    
Peter Frost                        

Sunday 9.30 am 
March

Adele Cornale (Coordinator),   
Adele Cornale          

Sunday 6pm Paula O’Connor (Coordinator)

Sacristy & Altar
Pilar Ovelar & Carol Miller

Altar Flowers
Pilar Ovelar, Carol Miller & Margaret Betros

Piety Stall 
(5pm Vigil Mass) Carol Miller

Morning Tea
Morning tea today after 
9.30am Mass. Thank you to 
Joanne & Liam Smyth for 
hosting this week. 

Mass Times Saturday Vigil 5.00 pm, Sunday 7.00 am, 9.30am and 6pm

Morning Tea Thursday at 10am and Sundays after the 9.30am Family Mass.

Weekday Masses Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – 9.30 am

Reconciliation 20 Minutes before Saturday Vigil Mass

Sacrament of Anointing During 9.30am Mass, First Friday of every month.

Baptisms By appointment, on the first and third Sundays of each month, after 
9.30am Family Mass.

Marriages Saturdays, by appointment, arranged at least six months in advance

Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9am to 3pm. 
Phone 9315 7562. In case of emergency Fr Thoi 0403 140 510

St Brigid’s Parish Information

Recently Deceased Phillip Morrissey, Rita Herbert (Reading,UK) Michael O’Connell.

Anniversaries           Maureen O’Connor,Ruth and Henry Ferguson

Deceased James Kelleher, Muriel and Bill Knight, Toni Barry, Bill Jack, Jack & Alma Saidey, 
Carmel & Jack Olde.

Sick Anne Eves and Sharyn Eves, Maroun Ghorra, Fr Phil (undergoing treatment) 
Geoff Wall, Catherine Sharpley and June Ferguson

Mass Intentions —your prayers are requested for the following:

Confirmation

Sacrament of Confirmation 
Wednesday 28 June 2023



  

   

St Brigid’s This Week and Beyond
Dear Parishioners,

On Tuesday along with 20 of our parishioners and office team we spent the morning and lunch at Mary 
MacKillop Place. This was a very special morning and I had the honour of celebrating Mass and sharing 
lunch with this wonderful group of people. We are very grateful to Marcellin College for the use of their 
mini bus. We are looking forward to our next day trip.

This weekend we welcome the following speakers to discuss the work of Project Compassion, 
Saturday 5pm Vigil - Leanne Landon, Sunday 7am and 9.30am St Ivy Khoury and 6pm Lana Hanley.

Monday 3rd April  - PPC Meeting at the parish office at 5.30pm.

Fr Thoi 

Fr Thoi and the parish team

Sacrament Dates 2023 (Contact Inez at sacramentcoogee@gmail.com with any enquiries)

● Celebration of Reconciliation - Wed 29th March 5pm or 7pm.
● Confirmation - online registration 24th Apr - 14th May. Parent info session and commitment mass 

Sat 20th May at 4pm and Confirmation Mass Wed 28th June.
● First Eucharist - online registration 17th July - 1st Aug. Parent info session and commitment 

mass Sat 5th Aug at 4pm. First Eucharist Mass Sun 10th Sep 11am or 1pm.

RCIA PROGRAM
The parish is offering a programme  commencing in May to 
run for twelve weeks, for those considering becoming 
Catholics. It is also open to anyone simply interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic faith. For example, you 
may know someone who is married or in a relationship with a 
Catholic and who would like to know and understand more 
about what being a Catholic means.  

If you know of anyone who would like to participate, please 
invite them.The programme is open to everyone. 

Date of commencement: May 2nd Time: 7pm to 8.30pm every 
Tuesday Duration: 12 weeks.

For further information, please contact the Parish Office 
93157562, or Therese (0425375280) or Paul (0425375279) 
who will be convening the program.

Tuesday 9th May - Volunteer at Thread 
Together - Banksmeadow
We would like to invite members of our Parish and School 
Community to a morning volunteering at Thread Together 
9am - 12.30pm. 
www.threadtogether.org

This is a great community opportunity and if you would like to join us 
please call the parish office.

Save the date - Fr Phil’s Thanksgiving 
Mass on Sunday 21 May at 9.30am.

mailto:sacramentcoogee@gmail.com
http://www.threadtogether.org


  

   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sex Abuse is a crime. 

The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact 
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. 

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest, who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. St Brigid’s Parish Coogee Safeguarding Officer is Sharon Waller.

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

