
SAFEGUARDING AND MINISTERIAL
INTEGRITY OFFICE 

Dear Agencies, Parishes, Chaplaincies and Safeguarding
Support Officers,

Christmas is fast approaching! The Safeguarding Office
would like to thank everyone for their support and
dedication to Safeguarding within their communities this
year. We would also like to thank you for your hard work in
submitting the Child-Related Activity Register, completing
Self-Assessment Declarations, participating in Child
Protection Week and for those selected parishes
undertaking the ACSL audit. 

The Safeguarding Office would like to take the time to wish
you and all your loved ones a happy, holy and safe
Christmas.  The Safeguarding Office will be closed from 22
December 2023 and will be back on 3 January 2024.  We
are looking forward to working with you all in the new
year! 

 Reminder: To put Safeguarding as a Standing Agenda item
at parish council meetings, team meetings or other relevant
meetings you may have in your community. 

"He will be a joy and delight to
you, and many will rejoice

because of his birth, for he will
be great in the sight of the

Lord." 
Luke 1:14-15
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Safeguarding News



Changes to the Safeguarding Office 
We would like to let everyone know that there are some changes coming to the
Safeguarding Office. Effective 1 December 2023, in addition to her duties as Training and
Compliance Manager, Jennifer Orre will assume the title and responsibilities of Manager,
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office. 

Effective 1 February 2024, Karen will be taking on a new role as the Safeguarding
Facilitator for the NSW / ACT Province, to facilitate the growth and development of
safeguarding knowledge and skills. This role is one which will see Karen assume strategic
leadership and governance responsibilities as a Board Member of Australian Catholic
Redress Ltd and CatholicCare Wilcannia Forbes and provide her the opportunity to
extend her expertise internationally to the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. Karen
will work to identify and facilitate intern placements on the 2-year Safeguarding
Licentiate Course, and impart her knowledge as a guest lecturer. 

Effective 1 February 2024 please direct any Safeguarding Complaints and/or allegations
to safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the traditional

custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. 

Australian Catholic  Safeguarding Ltd (ACSL) Audit update
A big congratulations to all the Parishes, Agencies and Chaplaincy Communities that
successfully completed part 1 of the ACSL Audit. We know uploading all that evidence to
the online portal wasn’t easy and was time consuming, so we appreciate your
perseverance. 

The next phase of the ACSL audit will be the field Audit. This field audit is where ACSL will
come to your Parish, Agency or Chaplaincy Community to see how you are meeting the
Standards. This field audit will be taking place in February, the Safeguarding Office will be
in contact with those Parishes, Agencies and Chaplaincy Communities early next year
with further information. 

Reminder:  2023 Safeguarding Self-Assessment Declaration need to be completed and
returned to safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org by 18th December 2023.



The Safeguarding Office welcomes any and all feedback on
policy, protocols and resources. The Safeguarding Office
has made it easy for clergy, staff and parishioners in the
Archdiocese to provide feedback. All you need to do is
scroll to the bottom of the Safeguarding Website and click
on the ‘Contact Us’ button. 

The Parish Intranet has recently been updated and
relaunched. We would appreciate hearing feedback from
everyone about how they are going locating Safeguarding
documents on the intranet. We would also like to know if
you would like the Safeguarding Office to develop a
Guidance document about how and where to locate
Safeguarding documents on the new Parish Intranet. 

Commitment Statement

The emotional, physical and spiritual safety, well-being and dignity of Children is an integral
part of the teachings and values of the Catholic Church. The Archdiocese is wholly committed to

ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity of all Children, and acknowledges its important
legal, moral and spiritual responsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for those

Children.

Safeguarding Feedback 

2024 Safeguarding Training 

The 2024 Safeguarding Training timetable is now
available to view and download on the Safeguarding
Website. Training this year will be held either at our new
office at St Martha’s  in Leichhardt (38 Renwick Street,
Leichhardt) or at All Saints Catholic Church in Liverpool.
To view the timetable scroll down on our website until
you see the Training Resources and Information button.
To register for 2024 Safeguarding Training please email
safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org



As many of you will remember in 2018 the Archdiocese in collaboration with the Office of the Children’s
Guardian made changes to the Fact Sheet: Who needs a Working With Children Check in Parishes to include
readers and collectors due to a few serious incidents that occurred in parishes involving readers and
collectors. Since that decision was made, legislation has changed in terms of the implications around
requesting a WWCC and the requirements of the Reportable Conduct Scheme which work together. 

We have recently reviewed the Fact Sheet and in collaboration with the Office of the Children’s Guardian
agreed that we will no longer require readers and collectors to obtain a WWCC. However this does not
mitigate a parishes responsibility to ensure probity when appointing volunteers to these positions. We
strongly recommend that you consider using other risk mitigation strategies such as interviews,
reference checks and National Criminal History Checks where appropriate.   

On your Child-Related Activity Register (otherwise known as a WWCC register) you will be required to
move readers and collectors to your archive tab and leave them there indefinitely. Please do not delete
any of their WWCC information off your Child-Related Activity Register. 

The Safeguarding Office has updated the Fact Sheet: Who needs a Working With Children Check in
Parishes to reflect these changes. Please find updated Fact sheet available on the Safeguarding website
to download. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to email
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

”Start by doing what is necessary, then what is
possible and suddenly you are doing the impossible” 

– St Francis of Assisi

Who Needs a Working With Children Check

Sharing Knowledge

Sharing Knowledge Resource 6. 

We request that all Priests of our Parishes display the Safeguarding notice below in all future
parish bulletins.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 


